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EYE / LIFESTYLE
8 Epic Global Adventures, From Uruguay to Tanzania

What separates a great hotel from a legendary one is no longer the butler service or the spa menu. It's the helicopter, the dive
guide and the full-moon ride. Inside the world's most rarefied luxury hotels reinventing themselves as adventure outfitters.
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The most coveted possession in luxury isn't kept in a wardrobe. It's an itinerary. A 70-foot rappel into a
sandstone slot canyon outside Page, Ariz.; a helicopter circling Lake Natron's flamingo-pink shoreline at
dusk in Tanzania, or a full-moon ride across the Uruguayan pampas, timed to the moonrise over the José
Ignacio River.

Riding to the Full Moon

FEDERICO RACCHI/ COURTESY OF ESTANCIA VIK

Some experiences only work once a month, and only at one moment of one day. The full-moon ride at
Estancia Vik is one of them. You leave the stables at 7 p.m., just before sunset, on a Criollo or Quarter
horse, with gauchos leading you across the working pampas estate the Vik family famously describes as
Marlboro Country with a Saint-Tropez accent. The route is timed so you arrive at the banks of the José
Ignacio River exactly as the full moon rises over it. Dinner is traditional Uruguayan, served under open sky
with wine. With 2026 marking the Year of the Horse on the Chinese lunar calendar, an alignment that
comes once every 12 years, there's no better moment to book it.
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